
English 2323 

Final Exam Review Notes (non-cumulative) 

  

Besides knowing the different sets of introductory material 

assigned from our texts, be sure that you can show familiarity 

with the assigned readings and lecture discussions.  The exam is 

30 to 40 questions (multiple-choice and matching) long with four short 

answer questions and one long essay question.  You will not be allowed 

to use your books or notes.   

The exam will consist of the following:  

 6-10 questions in which you match the definition to the term 
it defines.  Know the following terms from the discussions 
and readings so far in our class.  

o Victorianism 
o The Golden Bough (goes to a Google e-book with a description of the book’s contents) 
o Mrs. Warren’s Profession 
o Freud 
o Modernism  
o Anglo-Boer War 
o Fascism 
o Protestant Unionists and here 
o Walter Pater (explore but be sure to click the “Biography” link in the top box)  
o hurrier (scroll down a little on the page) 
o The New Woman  
o Aurora Leigh  
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 15-20 questions in which you match a passage to its titled 
work.  Review the assigned readings, especially passages 
that we discussed in class.  

 5-10 multiple-choice questions over the assigned readings 
we discussed and over the “Texts and Contexts” outlines 
given after the “Introductions” to volumes E and F of our 
textbook.  You will need to be familiar enough with the 
stories we have read and the literary historical events we 
have covered to be able to answer general knowledge 
questions without having the textbook in front of you.  If we 

http://www.usp.nus.edu.sg/victorian/vn/victor4.html
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&id=REVXAVxJu7QC&dq=the+golden+bough&printsec=frontcover&source=web&ots=qgWAc-Lwa0&sig=LgdysmMhUbI15ucL_dVlqssIEL0#PPR15,M1
http://dctheatrescene.com/2008/02/03/mrs-warrens-profession/
http://www.iep.utm.edu/f/freud.htm
http://www.artmovements.co.uk/modernism.htm
http://www.icon.co.za/~dup42/abw.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/mussolini-fascism.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unionism_(Ireland)
http://encyclopedia.farlex.com/partition+(Ireland)
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/pater/index.html
http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/W/worstjobs/victorian3.html
http://www.library.csi.cuny.edu/dept/history/lavender/386/newwoman.html
http://www.litencyc.com/php/sworks.php?rec=true&UID=6473


discussed a reading in class at any length, then it is safe to 
assume that it could be included on the exam.  

 Four short answer questions you choose from a group 
of six to eight questions (three to five sentences 
needed for each). 

 One longer essay question that asks you for some 
critical analysis, synthesis, and evaluation over the 
assigned writings (250-500 words).  

Pay special attention to the major works in our syllabus, e.g., the 
various Victorian Issues readings assigned right after the 
midterm, The Importance of Being Earnest.  Know some of the 
key concerns and themes from the works that we have discussed 
in class.  For the historical period, know some of the key social, 
economic, and technological events occurring from 1837 to 1960 
(The World Wars, Britain’s Imperial expansion, styles of 
Modernism—be familiar with the “Introductions” to the two 
volumes (E and F) of our textbook and the “Texts and Contexts” 
outlines printed right after them).  Aside from the readings in our 
syllabus, and especially the “biographical” or lead sections written 
up for the writers in our course, rely on the handouts in class, 
class discussion, and items on the class website. 
 
Sample essay and short answer questions: 
 
Compare and contrast Virginia Woolf’s “The Mark on the Wall” 
with D. H. Lawrence’s “The Horse-Dealer’s Daughter.”  What 
themes dominate these stories?  How do the stories treat their 
subjects differently?   
 
What roles did women play for Victorian and 20

th
 century writers?  

Use specific examples. 
 



Discuss the transition in attitudes toward war while referring to 
poems from Brooke or Owen. 
 
List and explain at least five characteristics of Victorian literature, 
and provide sufficient examples from the works of at least three 
poets or writers.   
 
Explain the importance and interest in “stream of consciousness” 
presentations in Modernist writing.   
 
Construct a reading of a poem such as “Love on the Farm,” 
“Neutral Tones,” “Hap,” or “When You Are Old.”  How should we 
read the poem?  What does it mean or what can it legitimately 
mean? 
 
Using three or four poems as your examples, discuss trends in 
poetic treatment from the end of the 19

th
 century to the late 20

th
 

century.   
 
Explicate a passage (e.g., given these four to ten lines of poetry 
or prose, the lines will be provided in the exam, what can we say 
that they mean?). 
 
Relate two passages on a given topic (evolution or the Woman 
Question or industrialism or love or alienation from God, etc.,).  
Focus on the passages themselves and comment on the 
significance of specific details in them as they pertain to the topic.  
Avoid plot summary, paraphrase, and general interpretations that 
do not bear directly on the passages.  Make it clear in your 
answer that you recognize and understand both passages. 
 
  

 


