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Directions: 

1. Go to Twitter to sign up using some version of your first and last name as your Twitter ID (if your Twitter ID  
is thoroughly anonymous, be sure there is something on your Twitter bio to help me identify you for 
GRADING purposes!). 

2. Upload a photo or avatar (try using Google to get free clip art) 
3. Write a brief (160 characters or fewer) bio. Mention that you’re a student at LSC-Tomball.  I recommend you 

write something about your interests, classes you are taking, job or jobs that you do.  
4. Find two humanities related organizations to follow on Twitter during the semester. 
5. Follow the instructor’s account, http://www.twitter.com/vpiercy and each other. 
6. Locate each other by using the class’s archive sign (#hu1302vp).  You can search that archive term at 

Google/Realtime or using Twitter’s search box or by going to TwapperKeeper.com.   
7. You will need 20 “quality” posts on Twitter to substitute for the analysis paper.  I will grade each “Tweet” (or 

post) that you deliver based on how informative it is and how helpful to other students, scholars, and the 
public it might be.  Are you simply regurgitating Wikipedia or are you adding value to the Twitter stream?   

8. At least three of your “Tweets” need to be about articles on the humanities.  Include the article link so that 
others may read the article too.   

At the end of the semester, each student should analyze how effective he or she believes the others in the class have 
been in using Twitter and report this back to the class. What uses does Twitter have?  Explore this medium and as 
college students expand on it.  How could this medium aid your studies?  How else might scholars and other 
professionals use this medium? 

I encourage you to post as many "tweets" as you'd like during class, attempting to summarize and comment on the 

class – a use of the “synchronous backchannel” that goes on frequently these days.  Use the "archive" tab in Twitter 

after class to harvest the record of your tweets and classmates’ tweets. Paste them into your own notes online or on 

the course Facebook page as your notes for today's class.   

Other useful sites:  

 Lists of organizations that Twitter: organized by category of business, non-profit, government, media, etc. 

 12 ways to find brands and companies on Twitter 

 CEOs on Twitter 

 Hastac’s site (Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Advanced Collaboratory) 

 H-net (Humanities and Social Sciences Online) 

 Humanities Online (New Hampshire State Library) 

 NEH (National Endowment for the Humanities) and their “EDsitement” site 

 Twenty Five Twitter Tips for College Students 

 Barbara Nixon's blog here.  “Twitter for College Students: 7 Tips Plus a Bonus” 

 Howard Rheingold’s Delicious Twitter links. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Assignment adapted from Howard Rheingold and Delaney Kirk’s Twitter assignments 
 

http://twitter.com/
http://www.twitter.com/vpiercy
http://www.google.com/search?tbs=mbl:1&hl=en&source=hp&q=hu1302vp&btnG=Search
http://twapperkeeper.com/hashtag/hu1302vp
http://www.socialbrandindex.com/
http://www.toprankblog.com/2009/03/twitter-user-discovery/
http://images.businessweek.com/ss/09/05/0508_ceos_who_twitter/
http://www.hastac.org/
http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.nh.gov/nhsl/workshops/humanities_online.htm#General
http://www.neh.gov/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://www.collegedegrees.com/blog/2008/06/04/25-twitter-tips-for-college-students/
http://makingconnectionsfye1220.wordpress.com/2008/09/09/twitter-for-college-students-7-tips-plus-a-bonus/
http://www.delicious.com/hrheingold/twitter
https://www.socialtext.net/socialmediaberkeley/index.cgi?twitter
http://www.delaneykirk.com/2009/09/my-assignment-for-students-using-twitter.html

