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Group project for Humanities 1302 

Once your group is formed you’ll want to check the course schedule and see when the 
due dates are for your project.  You will also want to think about what topic your group 
would like to work on for the next two months!  There are due dates to email your 
project topic, your project proposal, and to present your proposal.   

What you will turn in:  

1) a web based or electronic document, either a web page (blog, wiki, or other sort of 
site) or a PowerPoint presentation that will lay out in an organized fashion the elements 
of your group project as well as document any source material or research that you use.   

2) Your group will present this document in front of the class during the last week of 
class.  Each person in the group should have responsibility for putting together a portion 
of the project, typically broken down by discipline or field, and then presenting that in a 
professional and scholarly manner to the rest of the class.  The goal is to give the class a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of the topic.  (For example, there are areas of 
the “humanities” that our textbook does not cover or covers only briefly.  The Group 
Projects are an opportunity to delve deeper into those areas.)   The whole group 
presentation should take about twenty minutes.   

3) Finally, there will be a peer evaluation form that will have an effect on 20% of each of 
your partners’ grades for the group project.  Also, you will turn in a presentation 
evaluation form that will have an effect on 20% of the other groups’ project grades.  I 
will be responsible for the other 60% of each group’s project grade and reserve the right 
to evaluate and revise the peer grades for fairness—never downward, but only upward.   

WHAT CAN THE PROJECT COVER? 

There are really two different options: your group could go the imaginative route or the 
scholarly route: The imaginative route involves coming up with a blueprint for an 
imaginary culture.  This culture could be utopian (ideal), dystopian (decadent or hellish 
to some degree), or “normal.”  The goal is to create your own culture from scratch.  One 
of your objectives will be to show how the different pieces of the culture fit together.  
You can include music, writing script, sculpture, building designs, social, governmental, 
and familial organization, as well as history, legend, folklore, stories, poetry, philosophy, 
language, geography, cooking practices, and any other element of a culture that you feel 
best expresses how he culture functions or holds together.  The topic has no particular 
set historical time period—your culture could be in the past or the future.   

The scholarly approach is perhaps more straightforward and is certainly more 
traditional: you pick a topic, an area that is ignored in our textbook or gone over too 
lightly, and you develop a more in-depth discussion and inquiry into the topic.  This 
could be anything from English landscape painting in the 1800s to schools of 
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existentialism in the mid-20th century.  The timeframe needs to be in keeping with our 
textbook coverage, post-1400 to the present.   

Time will be made available during some of our class periods for group work, research, 
and discussion with the instructor.  But I would also urge you to share contact 
information with other members of your group and find times to meet outside of class.  
Posting any update information on your group’s discussion topic on our class Facebook 
page is recommended.  The more record you have of doing work on your project, the 
better I can fairly assess what you’ve done.   


