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HUMANITIES 1302 
 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
 

HUMA 1302: An interdisciplinary, multi-perspective assessment of cultural, political, philosophical, and 
aesthetic factors critical to the formulation of values and the historical development of the individual and 
society. 

 

 

Course Title Humanities 1302 

Course Number HUMA 1302, Section 31001 

Credit Hours  3 credit hours 

Prerequisites  None 

Semester and Year Fall 2010 

FACULTY PROFESSOR PIERCY 

Class Days and Times TTh 11:00 – 12:20am  

Class Room Location  E-267  

Office S153J  

Office Hours  MW 11:00– 12:30; TTH 2:00 – 3:00pm, and by appointment 

E-mail and course website 

 

 

van.a.piercy@lonestar.edu;  

http://vpiercy.wordpress.com/  

http://www.lonestar.edu/blogs/vpiercy 

 (see complete course syllabus online) 

Office Phone:  281-401-1814 

 
 

 
 

ADA STATEMENT: 

mailto:van.a.piercy@lonestar.edu
http://vpiercy.wordpress.com/
http://www.lonestar.edu/blogs/vpiercy


 
The LSCS colleges are dedicated to providing the least restrictive learning environment for all students.  
The college district promotes equity in academic access through the implementation of reasonable 

accommodations as required by the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title V, Section 504 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) which will enable students with disabilities to participate in 
and benefit from all post-secondary educational activities.   

 
If you require reasonable accommodations because of a physical, mental, or learning disability, please 
notify the instructor of this course as soon as possible and preferably before the end of the first two weeks 

of class to arrange for reasonable accommodations.  
 
 

Course Learning Outcomes: Humanities 

 Experience and understand a variety of cultures as represented in Humanities 1302 (Renaissance to 

present).  

 Recognize and evaluate significant cultural works. 

 Write and demonstrate an understanding of relevant terminology.  

 Demonstrate an understanding of the historical and social context of cultural works.  
 Write a paper examining a significant topic relevant to the scope of humanities.  

REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
 

Textbook:  

 Culture and Values: A Survey of the Humanities by Lawrence Cunningham and John Reich, Volume Two, 
with readings, seventh edition; Wadsworth / Thomson Learning, 2009.  

 

Recommended:  

 Study Guide for Cunningham and Reich’s Culture and Value by Ira Holmes, Wadsworth / Thomson Learning 
2006. (Comes bundled with bookstore copy of new textbook.) 

 
EVALUATION: 
 

Evaluation of students will involve five elements: Team Project, which will be subject to adjustment by Peer 
Evaluations, a critical analysis paper (3-5 pages with MLA cited sources), two exams on our course textbook and 
discussion material, presentation on one of our readings, and in-class participation. The above elements for 

evaluation will carry the following percentages of your final grade:  
 
  Team Project   30% 

 Participation   10% 
 Critical Analysis   20% 
 Two Exams    30% 

 Presentation on a reading 10% 
 Total    100% 
 

 
LETTER GRADE ASSIGNMENT: 
 

Final Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 
 
             Final Average in Percent  

 
    100 - 89.5%           A 
    89.4 - 79.5%           B 

    79.4 - 69.5%           C 
    69.4 - 59.5%           D 
    Less than 59.5%          F 

 



GUARANTEED GRADUATE POLICY: 
 
The Lone Star College System guarantees that graduates of its Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, or Associate 

of Applied Science and all Certificate programs, providing under certain circumstances, additional education and 
training tuition free to students lacking appropriate mastery of specified competencies.  For additional information, 
refer to the Lone Star College System course catalog.   

 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
 

It will be nearly impossible for a student to do well in this course with numerous absences. Therefore, attendance to 
all classes is expected and strongly encouraged.  If you anticipate missing a class, you should contact your 
instructor in advance of your situation. Your Team Project grade may suffer significantly because of numerous 

absences – especially unexcused ones.  You have three excused absences during the semester.  Every day absent  
after that counts 2 percentage points off your course grade.  Lateness also affects participation: after the first week, 
being late to class three times counts as one absence.  

 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Written assignments from the assigned readings for the Team Project will be each student’s “ticket” for 
participating in their team’s activity that day. If the completed assignment is not turned in at the beginning of 
the day’s Team Project activities, that student will not be allowed to participate in those activities. 

 
MAKE-UP EXAMS AND ACTIVITIES: 
 

Students should contact the instructor prior to missing a scheduled class activity  by phone, in-person, by e-mail, or 
by voice mail. The student will have to make up the missed activity, but it will be at the instructor’s discretion as to 
how the missed activity will be made up by the student.  

 
Participation & Attendance Information 

 

Attendance, Preparation, and Cooperation  

In this class, your own learning and that of your classmates depend on attendance, preparation and active involvement in clas s 

activities. Thoroughness in preparation for each chapter, cooperative activity, and engagement in d iscussion are essential 

components for successful class participation. At the end of some class sessions, you will complete a handout that asks questions 

about the day’s activities and discussion. This informat ion is important because it will  

1) help me to get to know you 

2) help me see what you have learned from the class discussion and class readings 

3) allow you to make suggestions on improving the class (what worked? What didn’t work?)  

Assessment of your participation will begin the second class meeting. Each week, you will receive a participation grade, 

based on your attendance, preparation, and cooperation in class. You may receive a maximum of 10 points each week for 

participation, for a total of 150 points.  

 

Important!  

Because this is a participation grade, you will not receive points if you are absent. If you must miss class, please inform the 

instructor by email BEFORE the class period.  

 

In accordance with Lone Star College Policy, “a student who is absent from classes for the observance of a religious holy day 

shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time after the 

absence if, not later than the fifteenth day after the first day of the semester, the student notified the instruct or of each class 

scheduled on the date that the student would be absent for a relig ious holy day.” 

 

Classroom Behavior  

 

Class participation includes attendance (you can’t participate if you’re not present), preparation for the class, involvement  in 

class discussions, attitude, and thoughtfulness.  Accordingly, students are expected to read the assignments, to participate in class 

discussions, to attend class regularly and punctually, to be courteous (turn off all beepers, cell phones, PDAs, pagers and put 

them out of sight), and to display a good attitude.   

 

http://www.lonestar.edu/


Students are expected to be on time fo r class.  Being late disrupts the lecture or discussion and your fellow students.  The 

instructor has the right to take reasonable measures to ensure a class period free of disruptions.  Due to their increased popularity, 

the use of cell phones and pagers is prohibited in the classroom at all t imes.  Please turn off these devices when entering the 

classroom.  Exceptions to this rule are allowed for medical emergencies only. Please inform the instructor. 

 

Remember that your physical presence is often a direct reflection of your mental attitude, so please avoid slouching, dozing,  

studying for another course, and staring at the walls.  Also keep in mind that a ll students deserve a classroom environment that is 

free of interruptions or distractions that impede learn ing; thus, any student who arrives unprepared, sleeps in class, is und er the 

influence of drugs or alcohol, is disruptive, is constantly talking to h is peers, or uses vulgar or rude language may be asked to 

leave and will be counted absent.  Students who are asked to leave the class will be required to have a conference with the 

instructor and the Dean of Student Development before being readmitted.   

 

Here are a few other points to consider: 

 Since class discussions are collaborative in nature, students should be careful to give their classmates equal time; in 

other words, don’t monopolize the conversation.  Neither should you hesitate to speak out in class because this 

classroom is a safe environment where everyone’s ideas will be given serious consideration. 

 Tape recorders and other electronic audio recorders are permitted, but the law requires that you inform everyone of your 

use of the recording device and that you keep the recorder in plain sight.    

 Out of courtesy for the professor and the other students, please remove your sunglasses and ear-buds if wearing any.   

 Avoid bringing in food and drink to the computer classroom (E-267).   

 Avoid getting up frequently to go in and out of the classroom. 

 If you use a laptop to take notes, you will need to show me an accommodation fo rm indicating that you have established 

medical need of the device  

 

WITHDRAWAL POLICY: 
 
Withdrawal from the course after the official day of record (see current catalog) will result in a final grade of “W” on 

the student transcript and no credit will be awarded.  Prior to the official day of record, it is the student’s 
responsibility to initiate and complete a request for withdrawal from any course. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 
 
LSCS is committed to a high standard of academic integrity in the academic community. In becoming a part of the 
academic community, students are responsible for honesty and  independent effort. Failure to uphold these 

standards includes, but is not limited to, the following: plagiarizing written work or projects, cheating on exams or 
assignments, collusion on an exam or project, and misrepresentation of credentials or prerequisites when registering 
for a course. Cheating includes looking at or copying from another student's exam, orally communicating or receiving 

answers during an exam, having another person take an exam or complete a project or assignment, using 
unauthorized notes, texts, or other materials for an exam, and obtaining or distributing an unauthorized copy of an 
exam or any part of an exam. Plagiarism means passing off as his/her own the ideas or writings of another (that is, 

without giving proper credit by documenting sources). Plagiarism includes submitting a paper, report or project that 
someone else has prepared, in whole or in part. Collusion is inappropriately collaborating on assignments designed 
to be completed independently. These definitions are not exhaustive.  When there is clear evidence of cheating, 

plagiarism, collusion or misrepresentation, a faculty member will take disciplinary action including but not limited to: 
requiring the student to retake or resubmit an exam or assignment, assigning a grade of zero or "F" for an exam or 
assignment; or assigning a grade of "F" for the course.  Additional sanctions, including being withdrawn from the 

course/program or expelled from school, may be imposed on a student who violates the standards of academic 
integrity. 
 

Student Code of Conduct:  
 

“LSCS seeks to provide an environment where discussion and expression of all views relevant to the subject matter 
of the class are recognized as essential to the teaching and learning process. However, students do not have the 
right to interfere with the freedom of the faculty to teach or the rights of other students to learn.” 
 
SOFTWARE PIRACY:   
 

http://www.lonestar.edu/student-responsibilities.htm


Law strictly prohibits unauthorized copying of software purchased by LSC-Tomball for use in laboratories.  LSC-
Tomball administration will take appropriate disciplinary action against anyone violating copyright laws.  
 

COMPUTER VIRUS PROTECTION: 
 
Computer viruses are, unfortunately, a fact of life. Using the diskettes on more th an one computer creates the 

possibility of infecting computers and diskettes with a computer virus. This exposes the computers of the college, 
your personal computer, and any others you may be using to potentially damaging viruses. The college has 
aggressive anti-virus procedures in place to protect its computers, but cannot guarantee that a virus might not 

temporarily infect one of its machines. It is your responsibility to protect all computers under your control and use and 
ensure that each diskette you use, whenever or wherever you use it, has been scanned with anti-virus software. 
Since new viruses arise continually, your anti-virus software must be kept current. And, since no anti-virus software 

will find every virus, keeping copies of data (backups) is extremely important. 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT: 

 
It is the policy of the North Harris Montgomery Community College District to provide equal employment, admission 
and educational opportunities without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  

 
LSCS colleges strive to provide an excellent learning environment free from harassment or intimidation directed at 
any person’s race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability.  Any form of harassment will not be tolerated. 

  



HUMA 1302 INTRODUCTION TO THE HUMANITIES 

Fall 2010 

 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE & OUTLINE 
All readings due for the week they are listed.  You are expected to have read the readings at the end of each chapter by Tuesday of the week that chapter is 

assigned. These readings will be discussed in class.  Each student will be assigned to give a brief (5 minute) presentation on one reading during the semester. 

Week / Date Topic / Read ing assignment /  
Assignments Due 

   

Week 1 Introduction 

Aug 31, Sep 2 Introduction to course, and the Humanities; print out syllabus.  

Chapter 12 – Early Renaissance: Cereta, Machiavelli, Erasmus 

 
Week 2 / Week 3 The Renaissance 

Sep 7 

Sep 9 

Chapter 12 – Early Renaissance (con’t) 

Sep 14, 16 Chapter 13 – High Renaissance (Italy): Castiglione, Cellin i 

 
Week 4 / Week 5 Northern Renaissance and Baroque 

Sep 21, 23 

 

Chapter 14 – Northern Renaissance: Montaigne, Luther, Ten 

Commandments, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Communion, Absolution, 

Sacrament, Prayers, Grace, Duties .  Hamlet. 

 

Sep 28, 30 Chapter 15 – The Baroque World: Hobbes, Locke, Crashaw, Donne, 

Moliere, Cervantes, Milton 

Friday Oct 1  Group Project topic due through email 

Week 6 / Week 7 / Week 8 / Week 9 The Early Modern Period 

Oct 5, Oct 7 Chapter 16 – The Eighteenth Century: Pope, Swift, Rousseau, 

Voltaire 

Oct 12, 14 Exam review; Exam 1  

Oct 19, 21 Chapter 17 – Romanticism: Marx, Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, 

Dickens, Tolstoy, Poe, Whitman, Dickinson 

Oct 22 Group project  proposal due  

Oct 26, 27 Chapter 18 – Toward the Modern Era: Chekhov, Ibsen, Chopin  

 

Oct 27 Critical analysis paper due (hardcopy) 

Week 10 / Week 11 Toward World Community: Africa and Asia 

Nov 2, 4 Chapter 20 – The Peoples and Cultures of Africa : Achebe 

Nov 5  Group project progress report through email: indiv idual 

assignments, outline of presentation components 

Nov 9, Nov 11 Chapter 19 – India, China, and Japan….: Chand, Ch’eng-en, Basho 

November 12, last day to drop with “W” 

Weeks 12 through 16 Modernity and Post-modernity 

Week 12 / Nov 16, 18 
 

Week 13 / Nov 23 

 Chapter 21 – Between the World Wars: Eliot, Hughes, Cullen, 

Johnson, Joyce, Kafka, Huxley  

 

Chapter 22 – The Contemporary Contour: Sartre, Wiesel, O’Connor, 

Poets, Morrison 

Week 14 / Nov 30, Dec 2 Thanksgiving Holiday (Nov. 27
th

) 

Week 15 / Dec 7, 9 

 

Group Projects due; group presentations  

Week 16 / Dec 13-17 FINAL EXAM: Dec 14 Tues day, 11:00am-12:50pm 

 


