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Grading Sheet for Synthesis 
(Place this Document Directly After the Final Copy of Your Essay) 

 

Introduction 

 Strong: Introduction grabs the reader's interest (e.g. by effectively using an anecdote, a quotation, dialogue, a 

definition, a provocative question, an historic comparison, a current event, etc.). 

 Fair: Introduction is somewhat interesting and developed. 

 Weak: Introduction does not grab the reader's interest or begins too generally. 

Thesis 

 Strong: Thesis statement appears at the end of the introduction and indicates the subjects, the points of 

comparison or main links (topics), and the emphasis on either similarities or differences (or both). 

 Fair: Thesis does not appear at the end of the introduction or does not indicate one of the following:  the 

subjects; the points of comparison; the emphasis on similarities or differences. 

 Weak: Thesis statement is missing. 

Links 

 Strong: Links are extensive and rich.  Well supported.  Strongly persuasive. 

 Fair: Links are adequately developed.  Fairly persuasive. 

 Weak: Links are thin, undeveloped.  Not persuasive. 

Organization 

 Strong: Organization is clear and logical. 

 Fair: Some of the material would benefit from rearrangement. 

 Weak: Organization has no evident logic or basis. 

Topic sentences 

 Strong: Topic sentences appear and mention the subjects, the point of comparison, and the emphasis on 

similarities and/or differences. 

 Fair: Topic sentences do not mention one or more of the following: the subjects; the point of comparison; the 

emphasis on similarities or differences. 

 Weak: Topic sentences are missing. 

Unity and coherence 

 Strong: All sentences relate to the topic sentence and are connected together with transitional devices. 

 Fair: The paragraphs sometimes lack unity and coherence. 

 Weak: Sentences often do not relate to the topic sentence or to each other. 

Transitions between paragraphs 

 Strong: Transitions refer back to the previous paragraph (or forward to the next paragraph). 

 Fair: Essay could use stronger transitions between paragraphs, or some are missing. 

 Weak: Essay fails to use transitions between paragraphs. 

Conclusion (restatement of thesis and main ideas) 

 Strong: Conclusion restates the thesis and main ideas. 

 Fair: Conclusion incompletely restates the thesis and main ideas or merely lists them. 

 Weak: Conclusion does not restate the thesis and main ideas. 
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Conclusion (interest level) 

 Strong: Conclusion maintains the reader's interest by doing one or more of the following:  referring back to the 

title; referring back to the opening; including another anecdote, another quotation, a prediction, a 
recommendation, figurative language, some catchy phrasing, etc. 

 Fair: Conclusion attempts to maintain the reader’s interest but is not very effective.  Probably only re-states the 

topics of comparison without elaboration or answering the question, “So what?”. 

 Weak: Conclusion does not maintain the reader's interest. 

Integration of quotations 

 Strong: Quotations are smoothly integrated into the essay. 

 Fair: Quotations are sometimes awkwardly integrated into the essay, inaccurately quoted, or incorrectly 

punctuated. 

 Weak: Quotations are just dropped into the essay. 

Parenthetical documentation 

 Strong: Parenthetical documentation is in the correct form and location. 

 Fair: Parenthetical documentation contains minor errors in form or location. 

 Weak: Parenthetical documentation is missing or contains major errors in form and location. 

Works Cited page 

 Strong: Works Cited page is essentially correct. 

 Fair: Works Cited page contains several minor errors. 

 Weak: Works Cited page contains major errors or is missing. 

Title 

 Strong: Title consists of an interesting title and a specific subtitle. 

 Fair: Title does not do one or more of the following:  grab the reader’s interest / indicate the essay’s purpose / 

mention the names of the articles 

 Weak: Title is neither interesting nor specific. 

Miscellaneous 

 Grammar errors (circled):  Sentence fragment(s), comma splice(s), fused sentence(s), 

 subject-verb disagreement, pronoun-antecedent disagreement, misspellings, comma errors, 
 apostrophe errors, semicolon errors, colon errors, dangling modifier(s), faulty parallelism, usage errors 

 Title is incorrectly formatted such as by being underlined or incorrectly capitalized. 

 Essay makes inappropriate use of the past tense. 

 Essay makes inappropriate use of first-person or second-person pronouns. 

 Awkward phrasing appears. 

 

 

Grade:  __________ 


