
“Sir Bertrand, a Fragment,” Aikin.  1773. 4pp.   Wandering knight, trying to finish a quest, in a spooky forest, 

following a light to an imploding castle.  Gothic space, weird tunnels, staircases, the ghost knight’s hand—the 

casket, seductress, nymphs, feast, ends with her speaking to him “…”. 

 

“Lady Eltringham,” Wadham. 1836.  3pp.  Gothic space, castle, dungeon, wife of a tyrant; her ex-lover is in the 

dungeon about to be executed.  He takes poison, dies, comes back, haunts her in her bed, castle implodes, and tyrant 

lives a long happy life and dies. 

 

“Andreas Vesalius, the Anatomist,” Borel. 1833. 11pp.  Old guy, anatomist, takes a young wife; she cheats on him; 

he murders and vivisects her lovers and then her.  Tortures her by forcing her to see the remains of her lovers’ 

dissected corpses.  Dark science lab, dungeon.  He lives long life and dies in exile from shipwreck and hunger.   

 

“Sardonicus,” Russell.  1961. 31pp. Dr. Robert Cargrave gets a letter from a woman he loves (Maude) who is living 

in eastern Europe (Bohemia, Czech) in a castle shaped like a skull.  Sardonicus, her husband, is deformed from 

having robbed his father’s grave and seeing his corpse.  Seeks cure from Dr. Cargrave.  Offers his wife in return for 

services to be involuntarily rendered.  Threatens to torture Maude if Dr. C. refuses.  Dr. C. injects his face with 

water (Sardonicus doesn’t know that’s it’s water; he thinks it’s poison from a South American plant). Dr. kills two 

dogs and let third one live to fool Sardonicus.  The cure is psychosomatic.  Maude and Dr. C. go on to live a happy 

family life; reports are that S. dies of hunger when his facial rictus returns.   

 

“Barbara of the House of Grebe,”  Hardy.  1891.  27pp.  Young lady marries for looks instead of for money.  Her 

husband is sent away to be educated on the continent; he’s disfigured trying to rescue people from a fire in an opera 

house.  He had a sculpture of himself made prior to his disfigurement.  She is scared of her husband, Edmund.  He 

flees.  Barbara later marries Lord Uplandtowers.  The sculptor send her Edmunds handsome sculpture; she loves the 

sculpture very much.  Lord Uplandtowers has an artist secretly disfigure the sculpture; she sees it and goes insane.  

Then she has eleven pregnancies in nine years, then dies.   

 

“The Friar’s Tale,” Anon. 1792. 13pp.  Matilda’s father sends her to a convent to keep her from her true love, 

Albert.  At the convent is a cruel nun, Sis. Theresa, who imprisons Matilda.  Conrad is her cruel cousin who fools 

her into thinking that her father did not repent; Conrad bribes the maid who was the only other witness to the dying 

father’s change of heart.  Matilda escapes from the convent; Albert fights Conrad and thinks he’s killed him; then 

Albert confesses to the Friar and they go looking for Matilda.  She’s angry at the St. Bernard and disillusioned with 

religion.  Albert and Matilda leave and adopt the dog; Conrad repents; Theresa dies.  Matilda gets her inheritance.   

 

“Raymond, a Fragment,” Juvenis, 1799. 4pp.  “The Vindictive Monk, Or The Fatal Ring,” Crookenden, 1802.  9pp.  

Calini abandoned at birth, adopted by a loving step-father who gives him a ring that was in his baby basket.  Calini 

loves Alexa.  She is lusted after by Holbruzi, who hires the monk, Sceloni, who kidnaps Calini and puts him in a 

dungeon.  Then Sceloni kidnaps Alexa, takes her to Holbruzi, asks for more money from Holbruzi, who refuses.  

Then Sceloni leaves.  Tells Holbruzi that Calini is one place; pretends to be Calini in that place and kills Holbruzi 

when H. tries to kill “Calini.”  Then he hears the real Calini and is about to kill him when he notices the ring.  Then 

relays the story of Calini’s mother’s uncle (Ollorini) who originally had the ring (the uncle’s name is inscribed on 

the ring).  Sceloni, the monk, killed Calini’s real mother because he thought the ring was given to her by a suitor.  

Sceloni (Dictori) then abandoned the child (Calini), who was found by Signor Calini.  Calini and Alexa live happily 

ever after; Sceloni repents and lives a truly monkish, ascetic existence.  

 

“The Fall of The House of Usher,” Poe. 1839.  17pp.  Roderick Usher writes to the narrator, an old school friend, 

asking for a visit to lift his spirits.  The narrator arrives on horse, house is in shambles; he tries to cheer Usher up; 

Madeline Usher, Roderick Usher’s twin, walks into the room; she’s pale and “floats in.”  Usher plays a guitar; there 

is a song about a haunted palace; hear weird sounds; she’s in her room; they lay her out in the mausoleum; then read 

a story about a knight and a dragon; Roderick is having fits; they hear sounds of her scratching out of her coffin.  

She shows up, she falls on him, and Roderick dies.  The narrator rides away with much haste.  The house falls. 

 

“The Monk of Horror,” Anon. 1789. 3pp.   Monk goes into crypt; sees a vision of monks with flaming hearts; they 

say they suffer while their victims rest.  He leaves and is freaked out, and gives up worldly philosophy.  He was 

buried in the mausoleum.   

 



“The Grand Bretêche,” Balzac. 1835. 17pp.  The narrator snoops around an abandoned castle and investigates the 

story about the house; he stays at a hotel; sleeps with a maid to find out about it; the lawyer said no one can go into 

the castle until 50 years after she died.  This lady fell in love with a Spanish soldier who stayed at the hotel.  Her 

husband gambles and finds out that she has a lover stowed away in a closet; then he has the lover bricked into the 

closet.  The lady goes crazy.  He had asked her the truth if anyone was in her closet and she lied.   

 

“Selena Sedilia,” Harte.  1865.  7pp.  Farce of ghost stories and melodramas. Lots of ghosts; Selena and Edgardo.  

First husband Burke the Slogger tries to blow up a train and dies.  Her child blows up a tower and dies.  Nephew of 

Selena is last to survive with his cousin.  Sells the place and leaves.   

 

“Mateo Falcone,” Mérimée, 1833.  Boy Fortunado hides a criminal under some hay; then gives him to the 

authorities for a watch; Mateo finds out about the betrayal and shoots and kills the boy.  The mom is upset.   

 

“Fragment of a Novel,” Byron.  1816. 5pp.  Mysterious older man, Darvell, and a younger man go on a trip and the 

younger man takes an oath at a Turkish cemetery to return “on the ninth day of the month, at noon precisely (what 

you please…).”   Then Darvell dies. 

 

“The Vampire,” John Polidori.  1819.  17pp.  Aubrey, a liberally and idealistically educated youth, meets and falls 

for Lord Ruthven, wriggling his way into an overseas trip with Ruthven.  Ruthven has mysterious powers over 

people, especially women, who throw themselves at him.  He particularly likes innocent young women.   But he 

likes Aubrey a bit it seems.  Aubrey doesn’t like the way Ruthven plays with a young Italian women in Rome, so 

Aubrey goes to Greece, leaving Ruthven.  In Greece, Aubrey meets Ianthe, a beautiful, Elven-type young peasant 

woman who frolics with sheep while Aubrey researches Greek ruins.  One day Aubrey hears a cry in the forest while 

coming home late and breaks in on a murder.  The murderer jumps on Aubrey and beats him up; villagers show up.  

Ianthe is the victim and Ruthven seems to be the murderer, but flees.  Aubrey is sick. Ruthven “returns” to nurse 

him.  They decide to visit other parts of Greece.  They get attacked while traveling; their guards leave them; 

Ruthven is shot in the shoulder.  Aubrey nurses him but before Ruthven “dies” he makes Aubrey take an oath of 

silence “for a year and a day.”  This ends up driving Aubrey crazy when he returns home and finds Ruthven is going 

to marry his sister, “Miss Aubrey.”  Aubrey goes insane, has a stroke, and dies.  His sister also becomes a victim of 

the “vampire” Ruthven.   

 

“The Transfer,” Algernon Blackwood.  1912.  9pp.  Narrator is a governess who tries to take care of a little seven 

year old boy named Jamie.  Jamie is frightened that Uncle Frank will visit.  Uncle Frank is a kind of vampire who 

drains people of energy through the power of his hyper-extraverted personality (in this way the narrator says he 

“vampired” people.  Outside the house is a big garden and past it is an “ugly patch where nothing grew—the 

Forbidden Corner.”  The little boy likes to play there.  This makes the narrator nervous.  Uncle Frank comes to visit; 

he is drawn to the “Forbidden Corner” and has a psychic battle with it (at least as the narrator envisions the event); 

Jamie comes out to play by the “Forbidden Corner,” seemingly taunting Uncle Frank, who tries to psychically use 

Jamie for strength in his battle with the “Forbidden Corner.”  The “Forbidden Corner” wins the battle; Uncle Franks 

sort of melts into the corner, but then ends up seemed to have passed out “close beside the tea-table.”  The corner, 

instead of being a dead zone, now has lots of weeds growing in it. 

 

“Varney the Vampyre.”  James Malcolm Rymer.  1845.  9pp,  A girl is going to bed; a storm comes; a figure seems 

to be at the window.  She prays.  A tall figure tries to unlatch her window.  She freezes with terror and then cries for 

help.  He breaks in, his hand seeming not to have flesh on it.  His “eyes look like polished tin.”  She is entranced by 

him.  He attacks her.  Then her mother, brothers, and Marchdale come into her room.  Her brother Henry and Mr. 

Marchdale see the creature.  Marchdale fires a gun on him and the creature escapes.  Marchdale and Henry come to 

realize that they had just fought off a “vampyre”! 

 

“The Girl With the Hungry Eyes,” Fritz Leiber.  1949.  14pp.  The narrator is a poor photographer who has a special 

female model walk into his office one day.  He takes some pictures of her and shows them to his customers.  They 

love “the Girl.”  But the narrator cannot locate her.  He only sees her when she shows up at his office to get 

photographed.  He follows her home one evening.  Sees her get into a car with a guy.  The guy turns up dead later.  

The next time the narrator leaves with her.  They go to a park; she looks at him and her eyes suck him in.  She asks 

him to tell him everything about himself, all his experiences.  And finally he runs away.   

 



“Good Lady Ducayne,” Mary Elizabeth Braddon.  1986.  24pp.  Young poor girl lives with her mother; gets a job 

with a rich old lady who has a weird doctor who transfuses blood from the young girl, who doesn’t know she’s 

giving blood.  This blood keeps the old lady alive.  The young girl has a couple of friends, one of whom is a doctor.  

He recognizes her symptoms and confronts Lady Ducayne for her vampiric attacks on this young girl.   

 

“Cabin 33,” Chelsea Quinn Yarbro.  1980. 53pp. Another adventure of the lovable and perfect Count Sainte-

Germaine who foils another vampire who is only been a vampire for about 84 years old.  So of course he believes all 

the dumb myths about vampires (garlic, homeland earth requirement, crossing streams, fear of crosses).  Sainte-

Germaine, known in this incarnation as “Franciscus,” defeats this murderous vampire who killed a young teen girl 

and attacked a psychiatrist friend of Franciscus’s.  Franciscus runs a ski-resort with his friend Mr. Rogers.   

 

Still need plot synopses on these stories: 

 

“Who Knows,” Guy de Maupassant 

“The Two Bottles of Relish,” Lord Dunsany 

“Carmilla,” J. Sheridan Le Fanu 

“Love Starved,” Charles Grant 

“The Outsider,” H. P. Lovecraft 

“The Yellow Wall-Paper,” Charlotte Perkins Stetson 

 

 

 

  


