
English 2342 

Exam 1 Review Notes 

 
Besides knowing the different sets of introductory material assigned from our texts, be sure that you can 

show familiarity with the assigned readings and lecture discussions.  The exam is 40 questions (multiple-choice 

and matching) long with one short essay question and does not allow you to use your book or notes.   

The exam will consist of the following:  

 10-17 questions in which you match the definition to the term it defines.  Know the following terms 
from the discussions and readings so far in our class.  

o Romanticism 
o Augustan Age 
o picturesque  
o sublime 
o Victorianism 
o gothic space (nice glossary of gothic literary terms) 
o rodomontade  
o Millarca 
o league 
o liber 
o wainscot 
o Nepenthe 
o tarn  
o Horace Walpole  
o succubus  
o ophidian 
o Mary Wollstonecraft 
o obsequies 
o breviary  
o räuberroman – Mentioned by Cuddon--a German tradition of the novel ("roman" in French) 

about robbers, "predators" (räuberen), or criminals.  This grew out of 18th century England 
from a Robin Hood (heroic thieves)  tradition of "highwayman" fiction about thieves who 
would hold up the carriages of the wealthy on the highway. 

o hylomancy (be sure to cf. roots of "hylo" and "mancy" at this link and this link) 
o num-numo--a relish for meats and savouries. 
o Ann Radcliffe 

 9-12 questions in which you match a passage to its titled work.  Review the assigned readings, 
especially passages that we discussed in class.  

 15-25 multiple-choice questions over the assigned readings we discussed.  You will need to be 
familiar enough with the tales we have read to be able to answer questions without having the 
textbook in front of you.  If we discussed a reading in class at any length, then it is safe to assume 
that it could be included on the exam.  

 A short essay question that asks you for some synthesis and evaluation over the 
assigned writings. 

 
Pay special attention to our longer, more major tales, e.g., “Sardonicus,” “Cabin 33,” “Barbara of the House 
of Grebe,” “Carmilla.”  Know some of the key concerns and themes from the works that we have discussed 
in class.  For the historical period, know some of the key social, economic, and technological events, 
especially from 1770 to 1900 (American and French Revolutions, invention of light bulb, steam engine, 
telegraph).  This is the period of Romanticism and Victorianism.  Rely on the handouts in class, class 
discussion, and particularly the introductions by Cuddon and Baldick. 
 
For the essay component please you can choose to either discuss 1) your current, working 
definition of the “Gothic” genre (how has it changed for you?), 2). You may compare and contrast 
two stories; or 3) you may discuss the generic differences, with examples, between horror stories, 
vampire stories, and gothic stories—what do they share?  How are they different?   In your thesis, 
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attempt to generalize beyond common thematic elements that most “Gothic” tales utilize.  True, 
such tales often use castles or elements of confinement, but what psychological or cultural ideas 
are at work in a story to generate its “Gothic” effect and fantasy?   What is the “Gothic” idea?  
Please attempt to formulate your response in a formal essay.  You should have a short introduction 
with a specific thesis statement, at least three body paragraphs, topic sentences that identify each 
body paragraph’s main idea, quotations or paraphrased examples used to support your claims, and 
at least a short conclusion.   


